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Preface

Cathleen A. Cummings

This volume examines the architectures of Hinduism. While the Hindu temple 
in its many forms and iterations is a significant feature, the book also considers 
other elements of the built environment of Hinduism, including ghāṭs, samādhis, 
chatrīs, and sacred groves. The book encompasses broad regional surveys of 
major architectural traditions and schools, as well as focused thematic essays 
that provide a deep understanding of how architecture works, functionally and 
symbolically, within Hindu socio-cultural history.

The book is organized in two parts. Chapters 1–12 provide the groundwork 
for understanding how Hindus have thought about and developed the built 
environment for their religious and cultural practices over time. In Chapter 1, 
Adam Hardy sets out the basic types of Hindu temples that emerge historically 
and provides the reader with a set of terms for parsing temple types that run 
throughout the book. This section then presents key themes for understanding 
architecture and sacred space in the Hindu tradition, such as how time, space, 
direction, and movement are encoded, metaphorically, in almost all forms of 
Hindu architecture (Elgood, Chapter 2); the significance of the sacred city of 
Varanasi to pan-Indian religious building (Gutschow, Chapter 3); the meaning 
and function of pilgrimage (Branfoot, Chapter 4); Hindu architectural forms 
associated with water, such as ghāṭs and kuṇḍas (Hegewald, Chapter 5); the 
concept of the “sacred grove,” particularly within Śaivism, as it relates to the 
idea of sacred space (Chanchani, Chapter 8); stories of village and folk shrines 
(Huyler, Chapter 9); architectures associated with death and memorialization 
in the Hindu tradition (Cummings, Chapter 10); relationships between royal 
patronage, iconographic programs, and the Hindu temple (Huntington, Chapter 
11); and ideas and constructs associated with social hierarchy as they relate to the 
Hindu temple (Tartakov, Chapter 12). Interwoven with these thematic essays are 
ones that suggest the beginnings and early development of Hindu architecture, 
including the essay by Meera Dass on the origins of Hindu temples (Chapter 6) 
and the exploration by Lisa Owens of Hindu rock-cut architecture (Chapter 7). 

The second part of the book, Chapters 13–26, are loosely arranged to move 
the reader chronologically, from the earliest surviving structures that can be 
associated with Hinduism to buildings and spaces of the Early Modern period. 
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Within this chronology, most essays focus on one or another regional tradition. 
This section begins with Himanshu Prabha Ray’s study of sacred landscapes 
and spaces that predate extant temples (Chapter 13), and is followed by Amy-
Ruth Holt’s review of Early Drāviḍa temple building (Chapter 14), the survey 
by Cathleen A. Cummings of the pre-Islamic Deccani tradition (Chapter 15), 
and Thomas Donaldson’s study of Orissan temple architecture (Chapter 16). In 
Chapter 17, Tamara I. Sears presents an in-depth study of sacred centers and 
temple towns in Central India, and in Chapter 18, Ankur Desai examines Hindu 
architecture in western India. Chapters 19, 20, and 21 return to South India: 
Amy-Ruth Holt surveys Cōḷa architecture in Chapter 19; Fiona Buckee looks at 
subsidiary architecture in Hindu temples in Tamil Nadu (Chapter 20); and in 
Chapter 21, Crispin Branfoot presents Hindu temples of Tamil Nadu and the 
Deccan after the time of Muslim incursions into the south around the year 1300.

From here, the book moves to Bengal, in Chapter 22 by Pika Ghosh; the 
Himalayas, in Chapter 23 by Yashaswini Chandra; Kerala, in Chapter 24 by 
Cathleen A. Cummings; and Nepal, in Chapter 25 by Niels Gutschow. The 
final chapter, Chapter 26, demonstrates the synthesis of ‘Hindu’ and ‘Islamic’ 
architecture that occurs widely by the Early Modern period, in Ashutosh Sohoni’s 
study of Maraṭhā architecture of Maharashtra.

This book aims to explore the history of Hindu architecture in South Asia in 
a way that connects the times, places, styles, and patrons of building with larger, 
persistent cultural, metaphysical, and symbolic ideas. It endeavors to summarize 
what is currently known of Hindu religious architecture, present new research, 
and provide ample context based on a thematic approach that moves beyond 
standard dynastic and regional surveys. Themes ranging from caste to geometry 
to sculptural programming; from sacred landscapes to the spatial organization of 
monuments; from the surfaces of structures to builders, materials, and methods; 
and to the reception and use of the religious architecture of Hinduism, cut 
through and across the essays included here. The book incorporates the study of 
lesser understood and less-studied aspects of Hindu architecture in places like 
Kerala, the Himalayas, and Bengal alongside analyses of the major and well-
known dynastic and regional traditions; and reaches back to a pre-temple ‘proto-
Hindu’ era, and forward to the Early Modern period. The essays compiled in this 
volume, in toto, convey the diversity of Hindu architecture across time and space 
while also opening a way to comprehend the totality of Hindu architecture and 
identify the common threads that weave through the diverse corpus. Not every 
monument or dynasty or place finds voice here, but the book touches on all 
corners and regions of Hindu religious architecture in South Asia across a broad 
swath of time. It will be a core resource for students and scholars, yet it is written 
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in such a way as to be accessible to all readers. The essays are geographically 
limited to the bounds of South Asia. The western diaspora traditions of Hindu 
religious architecture, as well as those of Southeast Asia, could represent the 
subject of a companion volume.

Essays in this volume employ diacritical marks to render south Asian languages 
into Roman script, except when using words that have been incorporated into the 
English language (such as yoga), or in the case of states, cities, towns, or rivers, 
the names of which are in current use (whether or not they were employed 
historically as well). For example, when reference is made to the Ganges River, 
no diacritics are used; however, when reference is made to the goddess, Gaṅgā, 
diacritics are employed. In the case of names of states, cities, towns, or rivers that 
are used exclusively in an historical or mythical context—such as Ḍāhaladeśa 
or Gopakṣetra—diacritical marks are employed. Therefore, Kāśī, the mytho-
historic name, is spelled with diacritical marks, but Varanasi, the contemporary 
name, is not. Further, when there are differences between Sanskrit and Hindi 
in the spelling of a word, we have favored the Sanskrit spelling (for example, 
darśana rather than darśan).

Throughout the volume, numbers have been spelled out rather than written as 
numerals (for example, twenty-six rather than 26). The exception is the number 
108 and its derivatives (1008, 10,800). The number 108 is considered sacred and 
highly auspicious, and has probably been so since the third millennium BCE, if 
not earlier. Throughout the R̥gveda (dated to approximately 1200 BCE; see Bryant 
2001: 243), ‘108’ figures either as a whole number or in variants. According to 
Subhash Kak, for example, the R̥gveda has 432,000 syllables, equating to 108 x 
4000 (Kak 1995: 7), while the Vedic fire altar has 10,800 bricks (Kak 2002: n.p.). 
The significance of the number 108 may have originated with ancient Indian 
astronomical observations. The sun, it was observed, is 108 sun-diameters from 
the earth, and the moon 108 moon-diameters (Kak 1995: 7). Further, the sun’s 
diameter was thought to be 108 x the diameter of the earth (Kak 1995: 7). These 
ancient calculations have been shown to be remarkably accurate. As a multiple 
of the nine planets and the twelve zodiac houses, the number 108 is also the 
number of possible ways that planets may be placed in Indian astrology (Levacy 
2006: xvii). Subsequent to its early astronomical associations, the number 108 
and its derivatives have become deeply embedded across multiple domains of 
Indic culture as an auspicious signifier. For example, the māla (string of prayer 
beads) typically has 108 beads, for each of the 108 japas (mantras or divine 
names) recited by a practitioner. The number of dance poses in the Nāṭya Śāstra 
is 108, as are the number of major Upaniṣads, the number of names of Śiva, and 
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the number of Krṣ̥ṇa’s gopi followers. Associations with the number 108 in the 
Hindu tradition go on and on. Thus, because of its unique place in Indic culture 
we have felt it important to retain its use as a numeral throughout this book.

American English is used throughout the text. We also use the American 
manner of designating multiple stories in a building, so that the floor that is 
level with the ground is called the first floor, the floor above it is the second 
floor, and so on.

This work has been a long time in the making! In 2008, I was commissioned 
to edit a volume on Hindu religious architecture by a major university press as 
part of a larger project on the architectures of world religions. That project was 
initially conceived as an encyclopedia, but as work began, it quickly became 
apparent that the construct of an encyclopedia could limit the substance of 
the essays and the inclusion of original research, and so we shifted to a ‘world 
history’. At the eleventh hour that press decided to publish only the volumes on 
Christian architecture, leaving orphan this work as well as volumes on Buddhist, 
Islamic, and Judaic architecture. I am grateful to Julia A. B. Hegewald and 
members of the editorial board for the publication series Studies in Asian Art 
and Culture (SAAC) at the University of Bonn, in particular Susan L. Huntington, 
for seeing the important contribution of this work and offering to publish it. I 
would also like to thank Richard Etlin for his extensive guidance during the 
earlier stages of this project. And I am especially grateful to all the authors 
included here, who have patiently stayed with me through this long process, for 
continuing to support this effort. Any faults in the text, however, are mine alone.

Publication of this volume—and especially its many images—would not 
have been possible without support from the Dean’s office of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, and the Department of Art and Art History, at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham; and the following individuals who share a passion 
for South Asia and a deep commitment to the perpetuation of knowledge:  Dr. 
Allury Arora; Drs. Ambika and Khaleel Ashraf; Dr. Graham Boettcher; Sanjeev 
Chaudhuri; Drs. Rupa and David Kitchens; Drs. Geeta and Shaily Lakhanpal; 
Dr. Vivek Lal; Drs. Rajat and Monjri Parikh; Katherine Anne Paul, Ph.D.; Dr. 
Bisakha Pia Sen; Dr. Monjri Shah; Drs. Farah and Parvez Sultan; Drs. Geeta and 
Rohit Malik; Mrs. Shammi and Dr. Amrik Walia; and Donald A. Wood, Ph.D.  
My very special thanks to my great friends and travel companions Drs. Dora and 
Sanjay Singh and Commander Murali Krishnan, for their generous support of 
this project and for their consistent kindness, insight, and good humor.

Cathleen A. Cummings, February 2022



581Notes on Contributors

Notes on Contributors

Crispin Branfoot is Reader in the History of South Asian Art and Archaeology at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. His research interests include 
the history of architecture, sculpture, and painting of southern India, especially from the 
fourteenth century to the present in Tamil Nadu. Among his authored publications are 
Gods on the Move: Architecture and Ritual in the South Indian Temple (2007), Traditional 
Arts of South Asia: Continuity in Contemporary Patronage & Practice (2015), and Portraiture 
in South Asia since the Mughals: Art, Representation and History (2018); with Roger Taylor, 
Captain Linnaeus Tripe: Photographer of India and Burma, 1852–1860 (2014); with Archana 
Venkatesan, In Andal’s Garden: Art, Ornamentation and Devotion in Srivilliputtur (2015; 
reprint 2018); and as editor, with Ruth Barnes, Pilgrimage: The Sacred Journey (2006). 

Fiona Buckee is a specialist in Indian temple architecture and an Honorary Research 
Fellow at Cardiff University in the School of History, Archaeology, and Religion. Her 
research interests lie in the formal analysis of Indian temples, and she has published work 
on the original design of Temple 45 at Sanchi in Madhya Pradesh, and on the architecture 
and history of the Mundeshvari Temple in southwest Bihar. Fiona has many years of 
experience teaching a broad range of Indian art subjects at graduate and postgraduate 
levels at institutions including SOAS University, the British Museum, and the V&A.

Nachiket Chanchani earned his Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania in 2012. 
An associate professor appointed in the Departments of the History of Art and Asian 
Languages and Cultures, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, he is concurrently an adjunct 
professor at the university’s law school and a consulting curator at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. His first monograph, Mountain Temples and Temple Mountains: Architecture, Religion, 
and Nature in the Central Himalayas was published in 2019. Other contributions appear in 
journals such as Artibus Asiae, Archives of Asian Art, Ars Orientalis, Arts Asiatiques, History 
of Photography, and South Asian Studies, as well as in various edited books and on the main 
editorial pages of The Hindu newspaper. Professor Chanchani has been associated with 
curatorial projects at various museums and received fellowships from the Smithsonian 
Institution, the V&A, the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, Forum 
Transregionale Studien, and other organizations. 

Yashaswini Chandra has a PhD in History of Art from SOAS University of London, 
where she was also a teaching fellow. She has been guest/visiting faculty at the School 
of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and the department of Visual Arts, 
Ashoka University, Sonipat. She is an independent scholar, and the western Himalayas is 
one of her main areas of research.



582 Notes on Contributors

Cathleen A. Cummings, Associate Professor of Art History at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, received her doctorate in art history from the Ohio State University, 
and MAs from Ohio State and the University of London. She specializes in South 
Asian art, particularly in the areas of Hindu temple architecture and Indian miniature 
painting. Her book, Decoding a Hindu Temple: Royalty and Religion in the Iconographic 
Program of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal, was published in 2014 by the South Asian 
Studies Association. She has also published on Rajput painting and Vajrayana Buddhist 
art. She has curated exhibitions for the Peabody-Essex Museum in Massachusetts, the 
Birmingham Museum of Art, and the Abroms-Engel Institute for the Visual Arts at UAB. 
She is currently researching localized traditions of religious architecture, especially at 
Nagpur, and female architectural patronage in the context of India’s Maratha polity in 
the eighteenth century. 

Meera Dass is an art historian, conservation architect, and architect with expertise on fifth-
century Hindu cave temple architecture at Udayagiri, Vidisha district of Madhya Pradesh. 
Based in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India, Dass has served as a member of India’s National 
Monuments Authority, a sister organization with the Archaeological Survey of India, in 
the implementation of the Ancient Monuments, Sites and Remains Act. She has curated 
exhibitions and collections, including the Air India collection. As Convenor for the Indian 
National Trust for Art and Culture Heritage, she has worked extensively in re-engineering 
the heritage core of Ujjain and Chanderi, two heritage towns of Madhya Pradesh.

Ankur Desai received his doctorate in art history from the Ohio State University in 2018. 
He specializes in the art of South Asia, with a particular focus on Hindu architecture and 
iconography in pre-modern and modern contexts. His doctoral dissertation examines 
the temple-building tradition of the internationally established Swaminarayan Hindu 
community. His essays, “Visnu as the Emanation Sri Krsna” & “Visnu,” were published in 
Realms of Wonder: Jain, Hindu, and Islamic Art of India (Adelaide, Australia: Art Gallery 
of South Australia, 2013). His dissertation on the art and architecture of Swaminarayan 
Sampraday is currently being revised for publication. He is currently a Visiting Professor 
of Art History at the Kansas City Art Institute.

Thomas Eugene Donaldson taught art history at Cleveland State University for more than 
thirty-five years. In addition to forty-five articles on Orissan art in leading international 
journals and Festschrifts, his publishing credits include: a monumental three-volume 
work, Hindu Temple Art of Orissa (1985–1987); Kamadeva’s Pleasure Garden, Orissa 
(1987); the text for Ornaments of Orissa, co-authored with Ramesh Prasad Mohapatra 
(1996); Sculpture Masterpieces from Orissa: Style and Iconography, co-authored with Karuna 
Sagar Behera (1998); The Iconography of Vaiṣṇava Images in Orissa (2001); Iconography of 
the Buddhist Sculpture of Orissa (2001); Tantra and Śākta Art of Orissa, 3 vols. (2002); and 
Síva-Pārvatī and Allied Images: Their Iconography and Body Language (2007), along with 
numerous articles and essays. 



583Notes on Contributors

Heather Elgood is Course Director of the School of Oriental and African Studies 
Postgraduate Diploma in Asian Art. Her teaching covers the religious and ritual arts 
of Hindu and Buddhist India as well as Indian Buddhist wall painting, Pala Buddhist 
illustrated manuscripts, and fifteenth–eighteenth century Indo-islamic, Jaina, and Hindu 
manuscript illustration. Her research has focused on the ritual and religious arts of 
Hinduism. She was awarded an MBE for ‘Services to Higher Education and the Arts’ in 
the 2015 New Year’s Honours List, published on 30 December 2014. Her publications 
include: Hinduism and the Religious Arts (2000); “The Roots of Village Hinduism,” in World 
Archaeology, 2004; and a contribution to the textbook Studying Hinduism: Key Concepts 
and Methods, edited by Sushil Mittal and Gene Thursby, published by Routledge in 2008. 

Pika Ghosh teaches South Asian art and religion at Haverford College in Pennsylvania. 
Her research focuses on material culture in performative contexts in eastern India from 
the seventeenth century to the present. Her first book, Temple to Love: Architecture 
and Devotion in Seventeenth-Century Bengal (2005), identified the emergence of a new 
architectural formation in the religious and political environment of the seventeenth 
century. She is interested in ethnographic approaches and how current practices, such 
as ritual and oral lore, can inform us about the pre-modern period. She has recently 
completed a monograph on nineteenth-century Kantha imagery, analyzing the visual 
archives of such textiles to listen for Bengali women’s voices: Making Kantha, Making 
Home: Women at Work in Colonial Bengal (2020).

Niels Gutschow graduated in architecture from Darmstadt University and wrote his 
Ph.D. thesis on the Japanese Castle Town in 1973. From 1978 until 1980, he was head of 
Münster’s Monument Protection Authority, and between 1980 and 2000, he served as a 
member of the German National Committee for Conservation. He did an apprenticeship 
as a carpenter in Japan (1962/63) and was member of a team for the first bilateral 
conservation project in Bhaktapur, Nepal (1971). Since 1980, his research has been 
dedicated to the wartime and post-World War II history of urban planning in Germany 
and Europe, and to urban space and rituals in India and Nepal. He was a consultant for 
UNESCO at World Heritage sites in Nepal (1992) and Pakistan (1995) and a member 
of a German-Japanese commission of conservation experts between 1996 and 1999. 
Since 2004, he has been an honorary professor at Heidelberg University (Department 
of Indology). He is currently associated with the Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust, 
aiming at the rebuilding of ten buildings at Patan’s Darbar Square, four of which had 
totally collapsed in the 2015 earthquake. His publications include more than one 
hundred fifty articles, published mainly in scientific journals, as well as fifty-three books, 
many co-written with other authors. Among his recent solo publications are: Benares: 
The Sacred Landscape of Varanasi (2006); Bhaktapur–Nepal, vols. 1–2 (2017); and The 
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	 Śivagaṅgādhara  135
	 Somāskanda  258
Śivakāmacuntarī  273
Sivaramamurti, C.  273
Śivaratri  60, 69, 169
Skanda  82, 258, 267
Skandapurāṇa  57, 150
śleṣa  200, 370
Solaṅkī  391, 393, 394, 396, 397, 398
Soma  40
Somavaṁśi period  328
Soundara Rajan, K. V.  267
śrāddhas  81
Śrīgyānaratnakośa  182
Srinivasan, Doris  145
stambha  25, 327
stūpa  21, 112, 173, 175, 191, 216, 225, 

279, 469, 511–513
Subhadra  89
Ṣūfī  372
śukanāsa  24, 285, 303, 358, 451, 505
Śukranīti  151
Sundareśvara  90, 427, 439, 460
Sūrya  290, 393
Svāminārāyaṇ  168
Svargārōhaṇa Prasāda  182
svayambhū  60, 136, 141, 312
Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad  145

T
Tailapa II (Later Cālukyas)  294
Tamil Drāviḍa  30, 294, 445, 451, 455

Tantras  45
Tantrism  41, 42, 44, 157, 333
tapasyā  67
Thachu-Śāstra  496
tīrtha  65, 72, 74, 80, 91, 95, 96, 99, 190, 

450
tīrthaṅkara  89, 269, 472
tīrthas  75, 79, 89, 96, 190, 340, 341, 

426, 484
tīrthayātra  80
toraṇa  225
trāga  179
trikuta  296, 303, 307, 309
Tripurāntaka  272, 273, 289, 292, 410
tripurūṣa  309
Tukārām  188

U
Udayāditya Paramāra  359, 366
Udayamatī Solaṅkī  397
Upaniṣads  11, 143

V
vāhana  103, 434
Vaiṣṇava sampradāyas  86
vaiśya  234
vajramastaka  324, 326, 328, 331, 333
Vākāṭaka dynasty  29
Valabhī  20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 32
Vallabha  85, 87
vanamāla  114
vananagara  150, 153
vanas  143, 144
Varāha Kalpa  116
Vārāṇasī Māhātmya  59, 60
varṇa  221, 222, 226, 227, 228, 230, 231, 

233, 234, 236, 230, 240
Varuṇa  40, 46, 48
vāstu  15, 18, 19, 20, 34, 42, 238, 239
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vāstupuruṣa maṇḍala  39, 41, 42, 49, 125, 
222

Vāstu-Śāstra  15, 18, 19, 20, 39
Vats, Madho Sarup  203
Vatsarāja  348
Vedas  46, 143, 189, 234
vedībandha  345
Vedic  11, 13, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 46, 

47, 53, 56, 227, 238, 239, 250, 280, 
345

Veṅkaṭēśvara  83, 570
Vesara  16, 18, 31, 32, 294, 295, 296, 

297, 298, 302, 303, 308, 309, 312, 
315, 321, 445

vidyādharas  210
Vighnāntaka. See Gaṇeśa
Vighneśvara. See Gaṇeśa
Vijayāditya (Early Cālukya)  284, 290, 293
Vijayālaya Cōḷa  401, 402
Vijayanagara empire  83, 279, 301, 

316, 427, 429, 430, 431, 433, 450, 
451–458, 462, 546

Vikramāditya I (Early Cālukya)  284
Vikramāditya II (Early Cālukya)  291
Vikramāditya VI (Later Cālukya)  294, 

295, 298
vīmāna  15, 222, 262, 403, 409, 444, 501
Vinayāditya (Early Cālukya)  284, 288
Vināyaka. See Gaṇeśa
Vīraballāḷa. See Ballāḷa II
vīragal  175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 181, 183
Viṣṇu  6, 65, 66, 67, 82, 83, 84, 89, 113, 

115, 125, 126, 127, 183, 188, 190, 
197, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 208, 
209, 211, 212, 213, 225, 259, 266, 
280, 345, 355, 438, 484, 518 
Gajendramokṣa  197, 200, 202, 206, 
210

	 Jagannātha  74, 89

	 Nara-Nārāyaṇa  200, 208, 209, 213, 
217, 345

	 Nārāyaṇa  47, 208, 456
	 Nṛsiṁha  266
	 Vāmana  398
	 Varāha  114, 115, 120, 126, 404
	 Vāsudeva  248, 249
Viṣṇudharmottarapurāṇa  44, 203
Viṣṇuvardhana Hoysaḷa  301, 303, 305, 

306, 453
Viśveśvara  62, 64, 65, 73, 525
vrata  43, 164
vyāla  50, 388
vyūha  397

W
Willis, Michael  47, 112, 126

X
Xuanzang  258, 281

Y
Yādava dynasty  295, 300, 301, 302, 308, 

310, 311, 312, 315, 538, 539
yajña  38
yakṣa  348
Yama  40, 50, 352
Yamunā  350, 518
yantra  43
Yaśovarman  347, 355, 359
Yogachudamani Upanishad  324
yogin  128
yoginīs  352
yoni  75, 80
yugas  46
Yuvarājadeva I Kalacuri  360

Z
Zimmer, Heinrich  50, 147
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24 Parganas: Jatar Deul  470

A
Aihole: Durgā Temple  290–291, 497
Aihole: Huccimalli Temple  183
Aihole: Meguti Temple  285, 287
Aihole: Pasabhadra Temple  183
Alampur: Garuda Brahmā Temple  293
Alampur: Kumara Brahmā Temple  288
Alampur: Svarga Brahmā Temple  

288–290 
Alandī: Jñāneśvar shrine  187
Alvar Tirunagari: Ādinātha Temple  459
Amarkantak: Pātāleśvara Temple  105
Ambaranath: Ambaranātha Temple (also 

Amareseśvara or Ambareśvara)  314, 
315

Amrol: Dane Bābā Temple  352
Anamalai: Lādamuni (Lādan) Cave  

267–269, 270  
Anamalai: Nṛsiṁha Cave  266, 267
Anamalai: Yoga Nṛsiṁha Perumāl  266
Ankgor Wat, Cambodia: [temple]  See 

Cambodia: Angkor Wat
Arinjigai-Iśvara (now, Cōleśvara) Temple  

181
Assam: Kāmākhyā Devī Temple  80
Atiya: Jami Masjid  473
Avantipur: Avantīśvara and Avantīsvāmī 

Temples  484

B
Bagha: Jami Masjid  473
Bahe: Ramling Temple  539
Baidyapur: Krṣ̥ṇa Temple  473
Baidyapur: Mathurapur Deul  473, 474
Balsane: Mahādeva Temple  312

Banavasi: Madhukeśvara Temple  281  
283, 326

Barakar: Temple IV  470
Baroli: Ghateśvara Temple  387
Batesara: Batesar Mahādeva Temple  352
Belur: Cennakeśava (Keśava) Temple  

301, 303, 305, 453  
Besnagar: Heliodoros pillar  117, 247
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Bhairava Temple  522
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Dattātreya Temple  

521
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Nyatapvala Temple  

513, 521 
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Pūjārīmaṭh  525
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Yakṣeśvara Temple  

517
Bhopal: Birla Temple  474
Bhubaneshvara: Brahmeśvara Temple  

329
Bhubaneshvara: Liṅgarāja Temple  329
Bhubaneshvara: Mukteśvara Temple  327
Bhubaneshvara: Paraśurāmēśvara Temple  

146, 147, 183, 324, 470
Bhubaneshvara: Rājarānī Temple  328
Bhubaneshvara: Satroghneśvara Temple  

183
Bhubaneshvara: Uttareśvara Temple  183
Bijapur: Ibrahim Rauza  541
Bishnupur: Keshta Ray Temple  476
Bishnupur: Madan Mohan Temple  476
Bishnupur: Lalji Temple  478
Boram: Temple III  471
Brahmaur/Bharmour: Lakṣaṇā Devī 

Temple  486

C
Cambodia: Angkor Wat  215
Changu: Changu Nārāyaṇa Temple  516
Chaurashi: Vārāhī Temple  327
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Chejerla: Kapotiśvara Temple  498
Chennai: Anna Memorial (Anna Samādhi)  

192
Chhatrahari: Śakti Temple  486
Chinamanur: Nava Durgā Koil  164 
Ciidambaram: cit sabhā (Hall of 

Consciousness)  262, 273, 412
Cidambaram: kanaka sabhā  412, 414
Cidambaram: nṛtta sabhā (dance hall)  

262, 413, 414, 415, 417
Cidambaram: Śiva Naṭarāja Temple  408, 

409, 411, 412, 416, 
Cidambaram: Tillai Amman Temple  415

D
Dambal: Dodda Basappa (Great Nandi) 

Temple  299
Darasuram: Airāvateśvara Temple  30, 

223, 225, 416–418
Darasuram: Daivanāyaka Amman Temple  

417
Dehu: Dehu Samādhi  188
Deogarh: Baheti Maṭha  121
Deogarh: Viṣṇu Temple (Daśāvatāra 

Temple)  197–218, 344
Deogarh: Varāha Temple  212, 213, 215, 

217, 218
Deopatan, Nepal: Jitajangaprakāśeśvara 

Temple  528
Deopatan, Nepal: Pañcadevala Temple  

528
Deopatan, Nepal: Rāmacandra Temple  

528
Deopatan, Nepal: Viśvarūpa Temple  528
Devrashtre: Jyotirliṅga temples  539
Doddagaddavalli: Lakṣmīdēvi Temple  

303
Dorasamudra: Kedāreśvara Temple  153

E
Elephanta: Great Cave  128–131
Ellora: Dhumar Lena (Cave Twenty-nine)  

136
Ellora: Kailāsanātha Temple (Cave 16)  

133, 293
Eran: Viṣṇu Temple  344
Ettumanur: Mahādeva Temple  507

G
Gandharadi: twin temples  327
Gangaikondacolapuram: Bṛhadeśvara 

Temple  406, 408, 410, 411, 419
Gaur: Chota Sona Masjid  473
Gaur: Qadam Rasul  473
Goaldi: Jami Masjid  473
Gorantla: Madhvarāya Temple  453
Govardhan: Hari Deva Temple  533, 534
Gundlupet: Vijayanārāyaṇa Temple  453
Guptipara: Brindaban Chandra Temple  

478
Gwalior: Chaturbhuj Temple  355, 373, 

534, 535, 536
Gwalior: Telī-kā-Mandir  354
Gyaraspur: Mālādevī Temple  358

H
Halebid: Hoysaḷeśvara Temple  301, 

305–306
Halsi: Bhūvarāha Narasiṃha Temple  283
Hanamkonda: Thousand-Pillared Temple  

309
Hazrat Pandu: Adina Masjid  473
Hire Singgangutti: Guaramma Temple  

296

I
Ikkeri: Aghorēśvara Temple  457
Indor: Gargaj Mahādeva Temple  352
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Indore: chatrī of Krishnabai  185
Ittagi: Mahādeva Temple  298

J
Jagat: Ambikāmāta Temple  388–390, 

391
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan: Rani Satī Temple  

180

K
Kaḷugumalai: Śiva Temple  269
Kalugumalai: Suvakovil Temple  183
Kaḷugumalai: Vaṭṭuvānkōil  269, 271
Kanchipuram: Ekāmbarēśvara Temple  

462
Kanchipuram: Kailāsanātha Temple, 

See Kanchipuram: Rājasiṃheśvara 
Temple 

Kanchipuram: Rājasiṃheśvara Temple  
291 

Kanchipuram: Vaikuṇṭha-Perumāḷ 
Temple  183

Kanchipuram: Varadarāja Temple  435, 
436

Kandiyur: Śiva Temple  274
Kantanagar: Katanji’s Temple  478
Kathmandu, Nepal: Bhimbhakteśvara 

Temple  527
Kathmandu, Nepal: House of the Kumārī  

513
Kathmandu, Nepal: Jangehemanarayana 

Temple  528
Kathmandu, Nepal: Kāṣṭhamaṇḍapa 

Temple  521
Kathmandu, Nepal: Paśupatinātha 

Temple  100, 190, 512, 513, 528
Kathmandu, Nepal: Taleju Temple  519
Kathmandu, Nepal: Tripureśvara Temple  

519

Kathmandu, Nepal: Vamviravikateśvara 
Temple  528

Kaviyur: Śiva (Mahādeva) Temple  505
Kaviyur: Śiva Cave  496, 498
Khajuraho: Kandariyā Mahādeva Temple  

359, 363
Khajuraho: Lakṣmaṇa Temple  359
Khajuraho: Pārśvanātha Temple  372
Khajuraho: Viśvanātha Temple  359
Khajuraho: Yoginī Temple  375
Kharod: Indal Temple  183
Khimeshvara: Khimeśvara Mahādeva 

Temple  183
Kilatali: Śiva Temple  274
Kilkoyilpattu: Bhūlokanātha Temple  461
Kiradu: Someśvara Temple  390–393, 395
Konarak: Sun Temple (Surya Deul)  330, 

375, 414
Konnur: Parameśvara Temple  296
Krishnanagar: Rādhā Ballabh Temple  

478
Krishnapuram: Veṅkaṭēśvara Temple  

459
Kumbakonam: Kumbēśvara Temple  458
Kumbakonam: Mahāmakham Tank  99 
Kumbakonam: Śārngapāṇi Temple  458
Kushumba: Jami Masjid  473

L
Lakkundi: Kāśīviśveśvara Temple  297
Lepakshi: Vīrabhadra Temple  453
Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Prerna Kendra  

191
Lucknow: Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 

Samajik Parivartan Prateek Sthal 
(Ambedkar Memorial)  191

M
Madhukeli: Mathurapur Deul  473, 474
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Madurai: Kūṭal Aḻakar  459
Madurai: Mīnākṣi-Sundareśvara Temple  

427, 430, 434, 439, 446, 458 
Mahakuta: Mahākūṭeśvara Temple  286, 

288
Mahakuta: Mallikarjuna Temple  287, 

288
Mahakuta: Pinakpani Temple  183
Mahua: Śiva Temple Number One  348
Mahua: Śiva Temple Number Two  349
Maihar: Śāradā Devī Temple  341
Mamallapuram: Pāṇḍava ‘Rathas’; also 

Arjuna ‘Ratha’; Draupadī ‘Ratha’; 
Bhīma ‘Ratha’; Nakala-Sahadeva 
‘Ratha’  260

Mamallapuram: Durgā 
Mahiṣāsuramardinī Cave-temple  
258–259

Mamallapuram: Mahānandīśvara Temple  
183

Mamallapuram: Shore Temple  259, 
263–265, 270, 427–428, 431

Mamallapuram: Vaikuṇṭha-Perumāl  427, 
428

Mamallapuram: Yāḷi Cave  271
Mandore: chatrī of Udai Singh  185
Mannargudi: Rājagopāla Temple  458
Manali: Hiḍimbā Devī Temple  491
Mattan: Mārtaṇḍa Temple
Modhera: Sun Temple  393–395  
Mukhaliṅgam: Madhukeśvara Temple  

326

N
Nachna: Pārvatī Temple  182
Nagpur: chatrī of Rājā Raghūjī II Bhosle  

185
Nāmakkal: Pāṇḍya cave  266
Nandi: Bhoganandīśvara Temple  453

Nathdwara: Śrīnāthji Temple  87, 162
Naugaon: Devarāṇā Temple  487
Nedumpura: Śiva Temple  506

O
Omkar Mandhata: Oṃkāreśvar Temple  

340
Orccha: Chaturbhuj Temple  355, 373, 

534, 535, 536

P
Paharpur: Somapurā Vihāra  469
Pallimadam, Tamil Nadu: 

Kalainathasvāmi Temple
Panauti: Indreśvara Temple
Paṇḍharpur: Puṇḍarīka mandir  188
Pandua: Eklakhi Tomb  473
Parthivapuram: Parthasarathi Temple  

501
Patan, Nepal: Jagatnarayana Temple  528
Patan, Nepal: Krṣ̥ṇa (or Balagopala) 

Temple
Patan, Nepal: Mahábauddha Temple  522
Patan, Nepal: Narasiṃha Temple  522
Patan, Nepal: Viśveśvara Temple  513, 

519, 520
Patan: Rani-Ki-Vāv (Queen’s Stepwell)  

105, 396–398
Pattadakal: Galaganatha Temple  289
Pattadakal: Mallikarjuna Temple  288, 

292
Paṭṭaḍakal: Virūpākṣa Temple  215, 

291–293
Penukonda: Rāma Temple  254
Penukonda: Śiva Temple  254
Peruvanam: Irattayappan Shrine  505
Peruvanam: Madattilappan Shrine  505
Peruvanam: Śiva Temple  505
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Prabhas Patan: Śiva Temple of 
Somanātha  394

Pullamangai: Brahmāpurīśvara Temple  
402, 403, 420

Pune: Trishunde Gaṇapati Temple  187
Puri: Jagannātha Temple  74, 235

R
Rameshvaram: Rāmaliṅgeśvara Temple  

84, 454
Ramtek: Rudra-Narasiṃha Temple  183

S
Sakor: Śiva Temple  182
Sanchi: Great Stūpa  191
Sanchi: Temple Seventeen  111, 344
Sarahan: Bhīmakālī Temple  489 
Saswad: Sangameśvara Temple  545
Savadi: Trimūrti Temple  296
Shrimushnam: Bhū Varāha  459
Shringeri: Vidyaśaṅkara Temple  455
Shrirangam: Jambukēśvara Temple  447, 

462
Shrirangam: Raṅganātha Temple 87  89, 

427, 430 434, 436, 444, 446, 447
Shrirangam: Śeṣagiriraya maṇḍapa  436
Sihoniya: Kakanmaṭh Temple  359, 363
Simhanatha (Island) Temple  326
Sinnar: Gondeśvara Mahādeva Temple  

313, 315
Solapuram: Śiva Temple  180
Somanathpur: Keśava Temple  305, 307
Srinagar: Jama Masjid  485
Srinagar: Shah Hamdan Mosque  487 
Srinagar: Vindhyāvasinī Temple  183
Srivilliputtur: Āṇṭāḷ Temple  447
Srivilliputtur: Vaṭapatraśāyi Temple  447, 

458

T
Tadpatri: Rāmaliṅgeśvara Temple  454
Talagunda: Pranaveśvara Śiva Temple  

281
Tanjavur: Bṛhannāyaki Temple  439
Tanjavur: Caṇḍeśamūrti Temple  409, 

411
Tanjavur: Rājarājeśvara (Bṛhadeśvara) 

Temple  408, 409, 411, 416, 427–
429, 431, 436

Tanjavur: Rāmaswāmi Temple  458
Tanjavur: Subramaṇya shrine  458
Tapar: Viṣṇu Temple  484
Tasgaon: Gaṇeśa Temple  542
Terahi: Śiva Temple  355
Terakanambi: Gopālaswāmi Temple  453
Thirumayam: Pāṇḍya Cave  496
Tigowa: Kankāli Devī Temple  344
Tirukulashekarapuram: Krṣ̥ṇa Temple  

274, 503
Tirumalai: Veṅkaṭēśvara (or Bālaji) 

Temple  83, 92, 459
Tirupparankundram: Murukaṉ Temple  

268, 270
Tiruvannamalai: Aruṇācalēśvara Temple  

444, 458
Tiruvannamalai: Śiva Temple  415
Tondaimanad: Adityeśvara (also 

Kodandarameśvara) Temple  180
Trichur: Vadakkunnatha Temple  505
Trichy (Tirucirāppalli): Lalitāṅkura Cave  

257, 258, 265, 267
Trichy (Tirucirappalli): Pāṇḍya Cave  495
Triyambakapura: Triyambakeśvara 

Temple  453

U
Udaipur (Lahaul): Mirkulā Devī Temple  

486, 489
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Udaipur: Mahasatīya (Ahar) necropolis  
185

Udayagiri: Vāsudeva Temple  117
Udayagiri: Cave Six  342, 346
Udayagiri: Cave Five  114, 115, 342
Udayagiri: Cave Four  115
Udayagiri: Cave Nineteen  117, 344
Udayagiri: Cave One  118
Udayagiri: Cave Thirteen  113
Udayagiri: Cave Three  115
Udayapur: Udayeśvara Temple  366
Ujjain: Mahākāleśvar Temple  340

V
Valaya-Udayadichchapuram: Valaya-

Udayeśvaram Temple  501
Varanasi: Adi Viśvanātha Temple, See 

Varanasi: Viśvanātha Temple
Varanasi: Cakrapuśkaraṇītīrtha  65
Varanasi: Daśāśvamedhaghāṭ  63
Varanasi: Kardameśvara Temple  62
Varanasi: Lalitāghāṭ  65
Varanasi: Madhyameśvara Temple  68
Varanasi: Maṇikarṇikā ghāṭ  66, 190
Varanasi: Pañcakrośī mandir  75
Varanasi: Prayāgeśvara Temple  63
Varanasi: Rajghat  63
Varanasi: Razia Mosque  62
Varanasi: Sitalaghāṭ  64
Varanasi: Tarakeśvara Temple  64
Varanasi: Viśvanātha Temple  See 

Varanasi: Viśveśvara Temple 
Varanasi: Viśveśvara Temple  60, 62, 64, 

92, 544, 545
Varanasi: Vṛṣadhvaja Temple  60
Vijayanagara: Anantāśāyana Temple  451
Vijayanagara: Durgādevī Temple  450
Vijayanagara: Krṣ̥ṇa Temple  451
Vijayanagara: Kunthu Temple  451

Vijayanagara: Paṭṭābhirāma Temple  451
Vijayanagara: Rāmacandra Temple  451, 

452
Vijayanagara: Tiruveṅgaḷanātha Temple  

451
Vijayanagara: Virūpākṣa Temple  450, 

451
Vijayanagara: Viṭṭhala Temple  451
Vrindavan: Govindadeva Temple  86, 534
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