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Note on Transliteration / Transcription

When transliterating from modern Cyrillic Mongolian, the authors repre-
sented in this volume follow the system devised by Hans-Peter Vietze (1988) 
as laid out in the table below.2 For the classical Mongolian script, the interna-
tionally recognised transcription of Nicholas Poppe (1954) is used.3 Chinese 
words are Romanised using Pinyin. For words and references in Russian, 
alongside the scientific transliteration, a widely used pragmatic transcription, 
adjusted and without diacritics, is employed, as indicated in the table below. 
Wherever a Russian word is a standard term used in Mongolian (such as njeft), 
it is transliterated according to Vietze’s system for Modern Mongolian. Sys-
tems for words in other languages or in Mongolian dialects are indicated by 
the individual authors who use them. Well-established spellings of toponyms, 
such as Gobi, ethnonyms, such as Buryat, or the personal names of authors, 
are exceptions to these rules. 

For the name of the most famous Great Khan of the Mongols, there are 
many commonly used spellings in a variety of languages. Thus, we have 
decided to accept each author’s choice of spelling according to what seemed 
most appropriate to them and likewise the spelling of Kubilai Khan. The form 
Činggis Qan is in accordance with Poppe’s rules for transcribing the classical 
Mongolian script. Today, the Romanised spellings, Chinggis and Chingis are 
both widely used. By adopting the spelling Khan (qan according to Poppe’s 
rule for transliterating this title) we have deliberately avoided the use of 
chaan (or qaɣan according to Poppe’s rule), the general Mongolian term for 
‘Great Khan’ or ‘Emperor’, since this was not, historically, used of Činggis Qan 
himself. It only came into use from the time of his immediate successor.

2 Vietze, Hans-Peter (1988): Wörterbuch Mongolisch-Deutsch. Leipzig: Enzyklopädie. 
3 Poppe, Nicholas (1954): Grammar of Written Mongolian. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz (sec-

ond printing: 1964). This system is sometimes called Vladimirtsov-Poppe-Mostaert.
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