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Note on Transliteration / Transcription

Note on Transliteration / Transcription
When transliterating from modern Cyrillic Mongolian, the authors represented in this volume follow the system devised by Hans-Peter Vietze (1988)
as laid out in the table below.2 For the classical Mongolian script, the internationally recognised transcription of Nicholas Poppe (1954) is used.3 Chinese
words are Romanised using Pinyin. For words and references in Russian,
alongside the scientific transliteration, a widely used pragmatic transcription,
adjusted and without diacritics, is employed, as indicated in the table below.
Wherever a Russian word is a standard term used in Mongolian (such as njeft),
it is transliterated according to Vietze’s system for Modern Mongolian. Systems for words in other languages or in Mongolian dialects are indicated by
the individual authors who use them. Well-established spellings of toponyms,
such as Gobi, ethnonyms, such as Buryat, or the personal names of authors,
are exceptions to these rules.
For the name of the most famous Great Khan of the Mongols, there are
many commonly used spellings in a variety of languages. Thus, we have
decided to accept each author’s choice of spelling according to what seemed
most appropriate to them and likewise the spelling of Kubilai Khan. The form
Činggis Qan is in accordance with Poppe’s rules for transcribing the classical
Mongolian script. Today, the Romanised spellings, Chinggis and Chingis are
both widely used. By adopting the spelling Khan (qan according to Poppe’s
rule for transliterating this title) we have deliberately avoided the use of
chaan (or qaɣan according to Poppe’s rule), the general Mongolian term for
‘Great Khan’ or ‘Emperor’, since this was not, historically, used of Činggis Qan
himself. It only came into use from the time of his immediate successor.

2
3

Vietze, Hans-Peter (1988): Wörterbuch Mongolisch-Deutsch. Leipzig: Enzyklopädie.
Poppe, Nicholas (1954): Grammar of Written Mongolian. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz (second printing: 1964). This system is sometimes called Vladimirtsov-Poppe-Mostaert.
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Anyadike-Danes, Chima Michael, is currently a post-doctoral research associate at Durham University’s Anthropology Department. He received his doctorate from the University of California, Irvine’s Department of Anthropology in 2017. His dissertation, Unwanted Becomings: Post-Socialist Mongolians
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Čiqula kereglegči, a 16th Century Mongolian Buddhist Treatise, articles on the
revival of Buddhism in Mongolia after 1990, Mongolia related materials at W.
Kotwicz’s Archives in Cracow, a study and English translation of the Tibetan
biography of Zanabazar, and papers on Zaya Gegeen and Lamyn Gegeen.
Birtalan, Ágnes, is Professor at Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE, Budapest)
and Head of the Department of Mongolian and Inner Asian Studies. After
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graduating in Mongolian Studies, World and Hungarian History, Russian Language and Literature at ELTE, she obtained her CSc doctorate in linguistics
on the genres and language of Oirat folksongs and her habilitation on Mongolian folk religion. She has carried out fieldwork among various Mongolian
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Management in 2005. In 2008, she set up the Mongolian Funeral Association
(MFA), an NGO which is a member of the International Cemetery, Cremation,
and Funeral Association (ICCFA), Australian Cemeteries & Crematoria Association ACCA, National Funeral Directors Association /NFDA/, China Funeral
Association /CFA/, the UK’s National Funeral Directors Association and the
Fu Shou Yuan International Group. She has served as president of MFA since
its foundation. She is currently researching for a PhD in the Department of
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History, National University of Mongolia, on the traditional and contemporary funeral rituals of Mongolia, the cemeteries in Ulaanbaatar City and the
Mongolian cremation ritual.
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Tibetan Studies of the University of Bonn. Her research focuses on social sustainability discourses in contemporary Mongolia. Alongside her studies, she
worked as a research assistant at the German Development Institute, Bonn.
She has been visiting Mongolia since 2015 and is especially interested in
socio-ecological transformations as well as civil society engagement.
Kollmar-Paulenz, Karénina, is Professor of the Study of Religions and Central Asian Studies at the University of Bern. She completed a PhD in Tibetan
Studies in 1991 at the University of Bonn. In 1999 she obtained her habilitation in Central Asian Studies at Bonn, with a study of the political and
religious relations between Tibet and Mongolia in the sixteenth century. Her
research interests and areas of teaching include the cultural history of Tibet
and Mongolia, religion and politics in Inner Asia, Mongolian manuscript culture, Tibetan and Mongolian language, the global history of religion, and
method and theory of religion.
Manalsuren, Saranzaya, is a Senior Lecturer in Management at London
South Bank University. She completed her PhD on contemporary Mongolian
management from the University of Essex in 2017. Her research focuses on
cross-cultural management, human resource management and institutional
changes in emerging countries, including Mongolia. She writes on the topics
of managerial roles, symbols in an organisational context, and the relationship between culture and institutions in the case of Mongolia and other transitional economies. Currently, Saranzaya teaches at London South Bank University, as well as working as an independent consultant for cultural awareness
in business negotiations and management of human resources for companies
which operate in Mongolia, or are considering doing so in the future.
Namsaraeva, Sayana, is a Research Associate at the Mongolia & Inner Asia
Studies Unit, University of Cambridge. After graduating in China Studies in
Saint-Petersburg, she obtained her PhD degree from the Institute of Oriental
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Asia. Her research and teaching interests include historical anthropology of
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Inner Asia, continental colonialism, and various aspects of transborder migration and trade between Russia, China and Mongolia.
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and was a regular participant in the Mongol-British Round Table. Since she
retired in 2012 she has continued her research into contemporary Mongolian
affairs and acts as a consultant on matters Mongolian.
Ragchaagiin, Byambaa, graduated from the Gandantegchenling monastery
in Ulaanbaatar and the Institute of Buddhist Dialectics in Dharamsala, India.
He has worked in the Mongolian Academy of Sciences and as the Head Librarian of the Gandantegchenling monastery. Since 2001 he has been lecturing
on Mongolian in the Department of Turkish Studies and Inner Asian Peoples
of the Faculty of Oriental Studies of the University of Warsaw. His scholarly
interests focus on Buddhism in Mongolia. He authored Zanabazaryn dörvölžin
üseg, established the series “Mongol Bilig” in which he has so far published 42
volumes documenting the Mongolian contribution to the Buddhist literature
in the Tibetan language.
Schaffar, Wolfram, is currently Research Fellow at the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS) in Leiden, the Netherlands. Until May 2018,
he served as Professor of Political Science and Development Studies at the
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Asian Studies, University of Bonn; the Chulalongkorn University, Thailand;
the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies
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Mongolia. She obtained her MSc degree from the University of Reading, UK,
on international and rural development and the use of information and communication technologies. She is also a development practitioner with work
experience in agricultural, environmental, governance and mining sectors of
Mongolia.
Stolpe, Ines, is Professor of Mongolian Studies at the University of Bonn.
After graduating in Comparative Education and Mongolian Studies in Berlin
and Ulaanbaatar, she obtained her PhD in Central Asian Studies from Humboldt University, Berlin, on the interdependencies of social and spatial mobility in contemporary Mongolia. Her research interests and areas of teaching
include Mongolian language, cultural and political history and social change,
politics of remembrance, civil society, educational philosophy, and postsocialist studies.
Szczap, Paweł, is a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Warsaw. He is currently preparing his dissertation in linguistics on
place names in Ulaanbaatar. His research interests concentrate around the
question of the urban in Mongolian culture and society and include the history and cartography of the Ulaanbaatar area, urban planning, address and
administrative policies along with their impact on the urban population. He
is part of the European Hip-hop Studies Network and teaches a course on
Mongolian hip-hop at the University of Warsaw. While in Ulaanbaatar he
regularly leads urban exploration walks around the city.
Tümen-Očiryn, Erdene-Očir, is currently Lecturer of Mongolian in the
Department of Mongolian and Tibetan Studies at the University of Bonn. He
is also a senior lecturer in Mongolian language and linguistics at the National
University of Mongolia (NUM) on temporary leave. Erdene-Očir obtained his
PhD in Linguistics from the National University of Mongolia in 2018 on the
basis of his dissertation A Comparative Study of the Metaphorical Expressions in
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